carotid ultrasonography and carotid artery stenosis.
Contrast-enhanced transoral carotid ultrasonography (CETOCU), which is essentially transoral carotid ultrasonography [1] performed with ultrasonography contrast agent [2] , produces clearer intraluminal imaging as the contrast agent flows through the lumen. In CETOCU, an endovaginal probe is inserted into the mouth and pressed against the wall of the pharynx. CETOCU enables imaging for 5 min after contrast agent injection and thus allows focused evaluation of the region of interest. CETOCU imaging with characterization of plaque vulnerability enables us to select a suitable type and length of carotid stent encompassing the whole length of the atheromatous plaque (Figs 1 and 2 ).
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